Authentic coasts of Normandy and Brittany
From 1/8/2020
to 8/8/2020

Ship: LE DUMONT-D'URVILLE

From Le Havre
to Le Havre

France is beautiful from the sea...
PONANT invites you to take to the sea, without a care in the world, to
enjoy a break from reality in a privileged setting, and cast a fresh eye over
the infinite riches of the French coastline. As your journey unfolds and
depending on the elements, you will enjoy magnificent moments as
unique as they are unexpected.
Recharge your batteries aboard the Dumont-d’Urville* during this authentic
7-night journey to discover the pink granite coastline of Normandy, hewn
by nature.
Your cruise will start with a magnificent journey along the River Seine,
discovering its natural treasures and heritage. Another emblematic
moment at sea will await you at the foot of the Etretat Cliffs, majestic
chalk sculptures carved by the waves.
You will continue your quest for wide open spaces further to the west,
charting a course for Ploumanac’h. This ancient fishing village offers an
exceptional view over the coppery rocks sculpted by the wind and the
sea and the bronze of the gorse that completes the landscape. The
Jentilez (Sept-Iles) archipelago off the pink granite coast is listed as a
protected natural site and nature reserve. A sanctuary for more than
20,000 pairs of seabirds and 27 nesting species, it is the most important
reserve of the French coastline. Rouzic island is notably home to the only
French colony of Northern Gannets. Grey seals have also found refuge in
the islands.
You will conclude this cruise showcasing wild and astonishing nature by
the discovery of Chausey, the most northerly of the Ponant Islands. It is
redrawn each time the tide reveals or submerges some of the 360 islets
of the largest archipelago in Europe. Nature has carved these landscapes,
offering an infinite score of timeless interludes.
The conditions will be ideal for activities such as kayaking, outings in
Zodiac® dinghies or hikes, far from the crowds, allowing you to enjoy
these moments in peace and quiet. You will sail through these grandiose
and unspoiled landscapes and have access to sublime beaches only

visible at low tide and pristine areas ideal for the contemplation and
observation of nature.
This itinerary is given as an indication only. Based on tide times and weather conditions, the
Captain and the Expedition Leader may need to change the order of certain ports of call to
ensure guests have the best possible experience.
Encounters with wildlife are possible but cannot be guaranteed.
*Or another ship in the Explorer series.
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Authentic coasts of Normandy and Brittany
YOUR STOPOVERS :
LE HAVRE
Embarkation 1/8/2020 From 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Departure 1/8/2020 at 6:00 pm

Formerly the home port of the SS France, the emblematic ocean liner that in the 1960s was the maritime link between
Europe and the United States, Le Havre is rich with a substantial maritime and port tradition.
A major trading location during the Industrial Revolution and the gateway to the New World in the era of the
transatlantic adventures, the town became very prosperous before being bombed heavily during the Second World
War. Magnificently rebuilt by the architect Auguste Perret, the city founded in 1517 by François I now boasts a modern
style that is perfectly integrated with its historic structure: a fabulous example of Post-War architecture that is now a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

SAILING THE SEINE
Arrival 2/8/2020
Departure 2/8/2020

You will sail up the Seine and enjoy an exceptional view over the unspoiled coastline of the Seine Estuary, listed as a
nature reserve in 1997, then over the Normandy and Tancarville bridges. Created in 1974, the regional natural park of
the meandering River Seine extends over some 10,000 hectares and brings together a wide variety of natural
environments, influenced by the marshland and the salt. The river and its light has been an endless source of
inspiration and fascination for the Impressionist painters such as Sisley, Turner or Boudin. They opened the way for
later generations of post-impressionism and cubism painters who found their inspiration under the stormy skies of
Honfleur and Le Havre.

PORT-EN-BESSIN
Arrival 2/8/2020
Departure 2/8/2020

Port-en-Bessin is a pretty coastal town in Calvados and one of the first French artisanal fishing ports. Specialised in
particular in scallop fishing, its activity is resolutely oriented towards the development of maritime resources. This is
demonstrated by the Portaise motto, Res nostra mare, which means, the sea is our law, and its shipyard that never
fails. Port of the bishops of Bayeux, located 10 km away, until the french Revolution, Port-en-Bessin benefits from a
prestigious historical past. The landing beaches of the Second World War are only a few kilometres away.

BOULOGNE-SUR-MER
Arrival 3/8/2020
Departure 3/8/2020

On the Opal Coast, near the magnificent Cap Gris-Nez, Boulogne-sur-Mer is the first fresh fishing port in Europe. A
former Roman city with a rich historical heritage, it was awarded the label of "City of Art and History" in 1986. The
Upper Town, with its ramparts, its feudal castle and the old part of its belfry built on the site of the Roman Castrum
bear witness to the great medieval times of the city. It is also the city that Napoleon chose as the base for his neverending invasion of England, located only 40 km across the English Channel. Thanks to its location and the nearby
seaside resorts, it is home to the national centre of the Nausicaá Sea, considered the largest aquarium in Europe, this
exceptional conservation site for marine biodiversity will reveal its riches to you during a unique privatisation.

SAILING IN FRONT OF ETRETAT CLIFFS
Arrival 4/8/2020
Departure 4/8/2020

You will discover, from the sea, the majestic Etretat cliffs, sporting their limestone robes. The arches of Amont,Aval and
Manneporte are some of the most beautiful natural jewels of the Alabaster coast, with the Etretat Needle. This latter
structure inspired Maurice Leblanc to write, in 1909, the adventures of Arsène Lupin in The Hollow Needle, which he
describes thus: “an enormous rock, over 80 yards high, a colossal obelisk standing straight on its granite base.” The
Impressionist painters such as Pissarro, Courbet, Manet or Boudin constantly magnified these cliffs and hanging valleys
in the infinite reflections of the sea. In doing so, they helped to forge the renown of these grandiose landscapes and
developed their international recognition.

ÎLE DE BATZ
Arrival 5/8/2020
Departure 5/8/2020

At the far north of Finistère lies an astonishing island, between a maritime region and a market garden atoll, named
Batz. This Ponant Island in the path of the Gulf Stream, enjoys a microclimate ideal for the development of a rich
biodiversity and a gentle way of life. Its idyllic, almost exotic landscapes, between fine sandy beaches and luxurious
vegetation, will be the setting for a real change of scenery. The Serpent’s Hole, a granite chaos in the west of the
island, is the site where legend claims that in the 6th century, Saint Pol, an evangelical monk from Wales, threw into
the sea the dragon that was terrorising the island. As a sign of his gratitude, the count Withur gave him the island of
Batz.

MORLAIX BAY
Arrival 5/8/2020
Departure 5/8/2020

Morlaix Bay, a constellation of islands and islets, is a vast gulf around 100 kilometres wide in north Finistère. It is a
delight for sailors who enjoy sailing through these natural and authentic landscapes, where the reliefs, endlessly
redrawn by the tides, guarantee a truly unusual setting. Discovering château du Taureau from the sea is a memorable
experience. This 16th century fort built on a rock to protect Morlaix from thieves and then from the English, was used

by Vauban to design the current rectangular fortress. This former garrison became a prison then a bourgeois
summer residence and has been a listed historical monument since 1914.

CHAUSEY
Arrival 6/8/2020
Departure 6/8/2020

The saying goes that “if you come to Chausey once you’ll come back 300 times! “. The Chausey Islands are each more
beautiful than the next and are worth the journey. The Chausey Islands consist of 365 islets at low tide and 52 at high
tide, with Grande-Île, the largest, lying some 17 kilometres from Granville. To the south-east of the island, you can
admire the lighthouse soaring to its peak at 39 metres above the sea, but also the island’s semaphore, built in 1867 at
the top of Gros-Mont hill. On these Ponant Islands the white sandy beaches and the small coves visible at low tide
offer an idyllic setting for a moment of timeless relaxation. The natural heritage of Chausey is a protected area,
notably belonging to the coastal protection agency.

SEPT-ÎLES ARCHIPELAGO
Arrival 7/8/2020
Departure 7/8/2020

Off the coast of Perros-Guirec and Trégastel, along the pink granite coastline, you will discover the Jentilez (Sept-Iles)
archipelago. Listed as a protected natural site in 1912 and nature reserve in 1976 this sanctuary, which is home to some
20,000 pairs of sea birds and 27 nesting species is the oldest and largest private ornithological reserve in France. You
will sail along the coast and observeRouzic Island and its silhouette whitened by the presence of birds, home to the
only French colony of Northern Gannets, the largest sea birds in Europe. Its cliffs are also home to Manx Shearwaters
and Peregrine Falcons. Grey seals have also found refuge in the islands.

PLOUMANAC'H
Arrival 7/8/2020
Departure 7/8/2020

Close to Perros-Guirec, the former fishing village of Ploumanac’h reveals the magical sight of its granite chaos with its
coppery pink hues. This boulder formation hewn by the elements over 300 million years extends over 25 hectares and
forms a sumptuous decor that the tides continually embellish and reveal. Certain rocks are named after their
recognisable shapes: the rock of the fallen king, the bottle, the elephant’s foot or the scallop shell. At the heart of this
formation, the Mean Ruz lighthouse soars proudly upwards, also built in pink granite. This marvellous setting is ideal
for discovering the maritime riches of this sublime coastline, alternating between cliffs and beautiful fine sandy
beaches.

LE HAVRE
Arrival 8/8/2020 early morning
Disembarkation 8/8/2020 at 7:00 am

Formerly the home port of the SS France, the emblematic ocean liner that in the 1960s was the maritime link between

Europe and the United States, Le Havre is rich with a substantial maritime and port tradition.
A major trading location during the Industrial Revolution and the gateway to the New World in the era of the
transatlantic adventures, the town became very prosperous before being bombed heavily during the Second World
War. Magnificently rebuilt by the architect Auguste Perret, the city founded in 1517 by François I now boasts a modern
style that is perfectly integrated with its historic structure: a fabulous example of Post-War architecture that is now a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

